& inside story

Inspired by
the ghosts
of Diggers

Wynnum poet Paul Dobbyn has traced his
family’s wartime history and will share his
findings at a live musical poetry-reading this
Sunday. He spoke to Desiree Duncan.

and war memorabilia was
all the inspiration Paul
Dobbyn needed to write his book.
After his father Denis died, the
Wynnum poet made the precious
discovery which helped him
piece together the memories left
behind by his dad, grandfather
Henry and uncle, Robert.
War Spoils is a small volume of
poems beginning with Henry’s

FINDING a box full of family

v

W War spoils ...

experiences with the Indian
Royal Muster Fusilliers during
several conflicts, including the
Battle of the Somme.

Henry was shot three times and
received serious shrapnel
wounds, yet after WWI he raised
his five children single-handedly.

Mr Dobbyn said the book incor-
porated some tragic family his-
tory.

“There are many such stories

and it was a time of living
dangerously with fatal diseases
and families living under threat
of war.”

His father served in Papua New
Guinea for several years with the
Australian Army Intelligence
Corps, while his uncle Robert
was Killed in service with the
RAAF Pathfinder Squad.

Mr Dobbyn said he was spurred
on to write the book after recall-

writer Paul Dobbyn pieced together family memories.

ing words of a former teacher
who told him: “You’ve got to
know where you come from to
know where you stand.”

As part of Anzac Day commem-
orations, Mr Dobbyn will read,
accompanied by music, from War
Spoils and from an earlier book
Soul Healing Afoot/Dead Dad Bye
on April 26 at the Waterloo Bay
Leisure Centre, 241 Tingal Rd,
Wynnum, from 3-5pm.

DH165655

DH165655
M Insights . . . some of the memor-
abilia used in the book.

FAME SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS
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Want a great
home phone &
broadband bundle?
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Happy Easter
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World’s Smallest Hea
NEW technology just released

“Whether it's the world’s smallest deep

canal hearing aid or the most sophisticated
communication system, we have a customised
solution that's just right for you. With over 20
years of experience, we know you'll be delighted.
That's why we offer you a 30 Day 100% full
money back guarantee.”

'\ ids www.audioactive.com.au

CAPALABA Capalaba Park Shopping Centre. Ph: 3823 3688
ASCOT | ASHGROVE | BRISBANE | CAPALABA | CARINDALE | INDOOROOPILLY | MANLY | SUNNYBANK | SHAILER PARK | TOOWOOMBA | WISHART

e Specialists in Hidden Hearing Solutions
* New Swiss Technology - Digital Bionics
e Fully Automatic - Insert & Forget

* University Qualified Audiologists

® 0% Interest FREE Payment Plans

e Seniors Card Concessions

e All Brand Repair Service

* FREE Digital Hearing Aids for
eligible Pensioners & Veterans’

HIDDEN
HEARING

*Conditions Apply Govt. regulation
Call today for a FREE hearing

assessment at a clinic near you
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